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New MAI ON TRACK
C

ome academic year 2020, Madrasah Al-Arabiah Al-Islamiah (MAI) is set to begin the new school year in a campus
dubbed as the ‘Future-Ready Madrasah’. The new campus will be furnished with modern and sophisticated
facilities catered for the teaching of science within an Islamic environment. It was announced to cost $17 million.

At MAI, other than Islamic Studies, academic subjects like Sciences and Mathematics are emphasized.
The iSTEM (Islam and Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) Program gives students a chance to learn
about coding, robotics, as well as enhances their skills and research capabilities.
On top of the academic subjects, the madrasah also offers ukhrawi (Islamic) subjects such as Dirasat Deeniyyah,
Quranic Studies, Islam and Science and Tahfiz Programme for its students. All these make learning in MAI unique
and holistic.
The construction of the new campus (picture below taken in July 2019) is on track and will be ready by 2020,
InsyaAllah.

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL
“Madrasah Al-Arabiah Al-Islamiah, MAI, has achieved
much since its inception in the Joint Madrasah
System in 2009.
Today, MAI is recognised for our consistently valueadded outcomes, caring and dedicated staff and
quality school experience for our students. Our belief
that “every student can succeed”, undergirds the
unique and holistic experiences as well as valueadding results.
This newsletter celebrates the achievements of
our students, alumni, teachers and staff. We are
encouraged to note that our graduates have done
well, successfully progressed to post-secondary
educational institutions of their choice and they
continue to learn and grow beyond formal schooling.
We hope to ride the momentum when we move to
our new building in 2020.”

Herman Cher Ma’in

Artist Impressions (From left) Library, typical classroom and assembly hall
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sasmo 2019

Singapore and Asian Schools Math Olympiad (SASMO) 2019

M

AI believes that every child is unique and every student can achieve success. Thus we strive to provide a
curriculum that caters to students with a range of abilities to challenge and stretch their potential. MAI offers
GCE ‘O’ levels to all students on top of its Islamic Studies school-based certification.
The curriculum provides and encourages student-centred and inquiry-based
approaches to learning. This allows students to develop creative thinking
skills, giving them the edge for higher-level courses such as GCE ‘A’ levels,
Diplomas as well as other progression routes including the Islamic Education
pathway. Our academic curriculum places emphasis on Science education.
Based on MOE’s curriculum, it will be enhanced by best practices of
national schools in the teaching and learning of science and will serve
as a catalyst for our students to acquire scientific knowledge, skills and
processes as well as the understanding of the grandeur and majestic
world of creation bestowed by Allah s.w.t. to man through a school-based
curriculum initiative called Islam & Science.
Our programme aims to develop students to be students of distinction,
equipped with scientific knowledge, skills and with an Islamic ethical and
moral compass.
It also follows a progressive model which comprises four
incremental stages. It begins with the application of scientific skills
and processes in the classroom and the laboratory, followed by
experiential learning and scientific research in an authentic setting.
Each of these stages contains activities that will train our students to
form hypotheses, conduct authentic scientific investigative methods and
communicate their research findings confidently in oral as well as written
forms.

“Our faith-inspired
academic pathway allows
our graduates to aspire to progress
as far as they want in the fields of
their choice, similar to their peers
in secular schools.”

Champions: Singapore and Asian Schools Math Olympiad & Singapore Math Kangaroo Contest award winners 2018

In the Singapore and Asian Schools Math Olympiad (SASMO) 2019, Madrasah Al-Arabiah AlIslamiah sent a total of 39 students to participate in the competition. We won a total of 19 medals;
1 Gold, 6 Silver and 12 Bronze.

SASMO

2017

2018

2019

Gold

2

3

1

Silver

1

5

6

Bronze

6

10

12

Total

9

18

19

Our Gold and Silver Medalists FEEDBACK

“
Mohammad Ziyadul Islam,
S1Q (Gold medalist)

SCIENCES

islamic studies

technology

As a madrasah with Sciences and
Mathematics niche MAI provides
platforms and opportunities for our
students to apply what they have
learnt in real life situations like building
prototypes to solve real-life problems.

Lessons are designed to elicit
meaningful discussions and offer
new insights on how Muslims can
conﬁdently apply the messages of
the Quran and Hadith in every
aspect of their lives at the personal,
family,
and
community
level.

Through this curriculum, students
will be trained to be an inquisitive
learner, a collaborative team-player
and an effective speaker who can
apply learning in integrated ways
that are beneﬁcial to himself/herself,
the community and environment.
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“

When I was given the chance to compete in the two competitions
in Kuala Lumpur, I was really motivated as I wanted to test myself
at the international level.
The training provided was very fruitful as it helped me to prepare
for the competitions. When I won, I was elated as I felt all the
training and preparation was justiﬁed. I felt a sense of achievement
in Math and Science and it has boosted my conﬁdence in my other
subjects too.’

Achievements 2018/19

ABOUT MAI

The main reason for me to do well for the competition is my
parents and their unwavering support.
The training for the competition helped me a lot and I ﬁnd that
when I am focused in class, it allows me to achieve much more.
For those who are interested to participate, my advice is to do your
best, stay motivated in the face of challenges and do lots of du’a.

Mishel Maryam Binte Nasir,
S2H (Silver medalist)
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vanda international science
competition 2019

Lahu department achievements

E.M.P.O.W.E.R! That is the acronym for English@MAI~Proficiency in Oracy, Writing and Extensive Reading.
Here are some achievements that MAI students can be proud of.

MOHAMMAD ZIYADUL ISLAM BIM MOHAMMAD FARUQUL ISLAM, S1Q, Gold Medal
AISYAH BINTE SHAFEI, S2Q, Gold Medal

T

his year is the second year MAI Lower Secondary students participated in Vanda International Science Competition
and Alhamdullilah we won two golds, one silver and four bronze medals out of the 11 students who participated.

The competition is held annually around the globe. It focuses on the student’s ability to think critically and creatively
to pick out inferred information to aid them in solving a question. Vanda also ignites the student’s hidden passion for
science. It provides a range of interesting content in the questions to spark their curiosity and encourages them to
venture deeper into the world of science.
Through this competition’s realistic and high standards of questioning, MAI aims to expose students to science
competitions and invoke their love for science. The competition will help them improve in their sciences as well as
higher-order thinking skills.
All the medallist below were invited to Vanda Science Global Finals in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 27 July 2019.
Congratulations to Mohammad Ziyadul Islam who won silver medal at the Vanda Science Global Finals.

Oracy
MADRASAH AL-ARABIAH
QUL CLUB PRESENTS

IE-M RA

SK
WD

CPIO

..."
"the truth is

At the 2nd Inter-Madrasah Spoken Word Competition which carried
the theme of ‘The Truth Is…’, Nur Huda Binte Yunos of Sec 2L was
2nd Runner-up for Lower Sec Solo. Her poem was about her struggle
with freedom of expression. Upper Sec group comprising of Halimah
Assaadiah Nailul Hafiz, Nurul Izzah binte Hashim and Nurulain Fatin
binte Roslan put together a moving declamation about personal
identity to bag the 2nd runner-up position.

SATURDAY, 13TH APRIL 2019
STARTS AT 9AM

Upper Sec Group (L to R) Nurul Izzah,
GATEWAY THEATRE
3615 JALAN BUKIT MERAH S(159461)
Halimah and Nurulain Fatin
FREE ADMISSION

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM @QULCLUB

Writing

Another first for the school! Kudos to MAI budding writers who
bagged 3 High Distinctions (Top 1% of Singapore candidates)
•
•
•

Ashreefa Shahrin (S1, 2018),
Aishah Ibrahim (S2, 2018) and
Raifah (S3, 2018)

and 4 Distinctions (Top 10%) –
•
•
•
•

Amanda Bukhory (S3, 2018)
Eyra Adelia (S3, 2018)
Nur Dayyinah Aqilah (S3, 2018)
Wan Aida Safiyah (S3, 2018)

and 36 Credits at the ICAS Writing Competition in Aug 2018 conducted
by University of New South Wales. Their creative narrative essays have
been compiled as an e-publication for all students to enjoy.
At the recent ‘Saya Boleh Mengarang’ ( I Can Write) Competition
organised by Pusat Bahasa, we also applaud our Malay writers who
won the following awards:

“
“Alhamdulillah, I am very happy to have won a medal, which was
quite unexpected. I read a lot of Science topics in my free time, even
those that are not in my school syllabus. My teacher encourages us
to do a lot of independent learning, which allows me to give more
time to learn on my own”.
AISYAH BINTE SHAFEI,
S2Q, Gold Medal

MAI_Newsletter_2019_v5.indd 6-7

Silver Award
•
Anisah Azman S2H
Bronze Award
•
Ilyasa’ bin Mohamad Zahri 2H
•
Nurul ‘Afifah bin Muhammad Imran 1Q
•
Nurul Ikhlas Idaman Binte Sulaiman 3K
•
Nur Darin Qwisya Binte Adnan 3B

Extensive Reading
We are proud of Muhammad Fatris Bin Mohamad Zain of Sec 3B for
the Distinction award he obtained at the 2018 ICAS English, a gruelling
comprehension test on a wide variety of text types. Marha marha!

22/8/19 5:04 PM
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once tongue-tied,
now musabaqah champion

Husna Faiza - Sec 4 Zahrawi, Champion, Inter-Madrasah Musabaqah Tahfiz Al-Quran, Aishah Effandy, Sec 4 Biruni,
2nd Runner-up, Inter-Madrasah Musabaqah Tahfiz Al-Quran”

H

Balanced in academic and ukhrawi
development
Muhammad Irfan Fitri Abdullah, Sec 4 Khaldun, Champion, Musabaqah Tilawah Quran
(by Madrasah Wak Tanjong Al-Islamiah)

er stage-fright and lack of confidence in reciting the Holy Quran in front of others did little to stop her from
participating in a tahfiz competition. It was her frequent observations of such competitions and consistent
reading and memorisation of the Quran that spurred 16-year-old Husna Faiza to pluck up the courage and sign
herself up for the competition in 2018.
Her strong will and determination earned her the 1st
place in the category she competed in.
“All praise to Allah. This is all His design. I did not expect
to reap such a fulfilling reward. For me this victory is His
gift for me. I am so grateful for Allah’s help and also from
those who support me.
“Now I am even more confident and motivated to
continue my memorisation of the Quran,” said Husna.
Husna attributes her success to the support of her mother
and her teachers in school, her consistent effort and
unending supplications.

Musabaqah Winners: Husna (left) and Aishah

1
2
3
4

Do slowly: Do not rush in order
to avoid forgetting the earlier
memorizations.

9 tips to memorize better

There is also the constant struggle to fight tendencies to
laze and fill time with unproductive activities, all of which
will affect the quality of one’s recitation.

Listen: to recitations by famous

According to Vice Principal Miss Aisha Abdul Manaf, the
tahfiz curriculum of the school and success stories of MAI
students in the past have motivated Husna and many
others to pursue memorisation of the Quran seriously.

Don’t change: Use the same

Not only does MAI focus on academic subjects like
Maths and Science, Islamic subjects are also key, like the
thematic Dirasat Deeniyyah and Quranic Studies.

reciters daily.

copy of Al-Quran for your daily
memorization.

Understand: Always understand
the translations of the chapters
to be memorised.

5
6
7
8
9

Make notes: Highlight difficult
verses that you encounter.

Seek guidance: Read with
guidance from an Al-Quran
teacher.

Seek help: Always seek help

from Allah s.w.t. Make lots of
du’a to make memorization easy.

Abstain: Avoid doing activities

which may render one to forget
memorizations.

If unsure?: Always seek help
from qualified asatizah.

MAI_Newsletter_2019_v5.indd 8-9

However, she is quick to admit that challenges abound,
for instance, making time to fix a daily routine for
memorisation in the midst of her busy school schedule.

Another student who was the 2nd runner-up in the same
competition was Aishah Effandy, 16. She agrees that the
support of MAI teachers plays an important part in the
process of reading and memorisation of the Quran.
“My brothers are also hafiz of the Quran and that is an
encouragement for me to follow in their footsteps. I
believe that participating in such competitions helps me
stay consistent in my study of the Quran and boost my
confidence in spreading the words of Allah to a listening
audience.”
Principal of Madrasah Al-Arabiah, Mr Herman Cher Main,
added that the integrated curriculum in MAI allows
students to become Muslims who can achieve both
academic and religious excellence.
“With the support of the public, insyaAllah, MAI will be
an institution of excellence that produces all-rounded
Muslims who can contribute to society.”

Studying together: Muhammad Irfan Fitri (left) reading together with his schoolmates, Muhammad Azfar (right) and Muhammad Shulhan.

M

uhammad Irfan Fitri Abdullah’s interest in Quranic
recitation began when he was 12 years old, during
which he frequently listened to recitations by
famous Al-Quran reciters.

Last year, he began to be interested in taranum, the art
of reciting Al-Quran in a melodious manner. He enrolled
in taranum classes under the guidance of Ustaz Afandi
Mawadi in MAI.

At the same time, he had wanted to pursue post-secondary
education in a full-time madrasah in Singapore.

On his own, he also sought out other asatizah in Singapore
who conducted taranum classes.

“At that time, I was drawn to going to
full-time madrasah in Singapore. I was
driven to find out more about madrasahs
which accept students with a secular
background.
“After sitting for the Primary School
Leaving Examinations (PSLE) at Balestier
Hill Primary School, I made the decision to
study at Madrasah Al-Arabiah Al-Islamiah
(MAI),” said Muhammad Irfan, now a
Secondary Four student.
It turned out, that was a wise choice for
Muhammad Irfan.
During his first year, he was taught how to
recite the Al-Quran, thanks to the school’s
integrated curriculum for academic and
Islamic studies.

“

All praise to
Allah, under the
guidance of the
asatizah at MAI, I
learnt the correct
way of reading
Al-Quran.
- Muhammad
Irfan Fitri

“All praise to Allah, under the guidance of the asatizah
at MAI, I have learnt the correct way of reading Al-Quran.
Throughout my studies at MAI, I had the honour of
reciting the Quran in school events like Haflah, Khatamul
Quran, forums and competitions organized by madrasahs
in Singapore,” he elaborated.

“It was then I finally got to meet Ustaz
Muhammad Sadid Abd Latif. He has been
teaching me since the beginning of this
year.”
His persistence paid off when he became
the champion in the Musabaqah Tilawah AlQuran competition for full-time madrasahs.
Now, he aims to participate in the national
Musabaqah Tilawah Al-Quran competition
organized by Islamic Religious Council of
Singapore (Muis).
MAI’s Principal, Mr Herman Cher Main said
that they are committed to providing a
quality academic curriculum.

“For Irfan’s case, besides focusing on the
academic aspect, we support his talent and
interest development, which is reading the Quran, in our
effort to produce students who understand what they
have learnt.
“However, our efforts alone could not realize that vision.
As an institution which is responsible in producing Islamic
scholars as leaders of the future generation, support from
the community is important,” said Mr Herman.
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Science @ Mai - ProBLem based
learning (PBL)
T

hrough HOD Science dialogues with various stakeholders, there was
a triangulation of views from school leader, teachers and students. All
stakeholders felt that the learning experience for Lower Secondary
Science curriculum had room to be more inquiry-based and more studentcentred to drive the development of higher order thinking skills.
Bearing in mind the school’s mission of developing future-ready learners, the
Science Department decided to infuse inquiry-driven teaching practices into
the Lower Secondary Sciences curriculum to drive self-directed learning in
higher-performing students. This can be achieved through the introduction
of Problem-based learning into the science curriculum.
Problem-based learning, with the underlying principle where learners
learn by doing and experiencing, could be applied to aid in developing the
students’ conceptual understanding
and minimise their misconceptions
in science.

coding in stem education
I

N today’s general population, majority of us, are capable of only turning on and off a mobile device or a computer.
But suppose we want something more than just ordinary, suppose we want to be extraordinary, suppose we want
to change the world, then we need to learn coding.

Coding or writing a software, requires authoring of algorithms and let’s face it, this seemingly profound word simply
refers to the need for instructions. ‘Why coding?’, Because we live in a digital world, coding is key.
Coding is widely acquainted to the study of process, and here at MAI, we truly believe that students are capable of such
discipline. We focus not just in content-grooming but
rather providing avenues for self-exploration. Aligning
our teaching methodology to a more student-centred
approach allows the facilitation of a pro-active
learning environment. Rather than spoon-feeding,
our aim is to coach and facilitate effective learning
through the aid of class participation and creating
fully functional projects.
Students will be introduced to fundamental coding
concepts using a simple drag-drop software.
Progressive learning ensures that students are fully
equipped with the proper skills and at an intermediate
stage. Students will also learn an e-learning platform
that teaches advanced coding languages such as
HTML, CSS & JavaScript.

Research has shown that the
implementation of problem-based
learning model had positively affected
students’ academic achievement and
their attitudes towards the science
course.
PBL starts with a problem which
needs to be selected from the real world at an appropriate difficulty level and
has associated them with students’ lives or captures their attention.
The lesson is student-centred where the teacher acts only as a facilitator and
students are given time to research, acquire new knowledge and combine
theory and practice to solve the problem through creative thinking and
freedom of expression in a safe learning environment.
A carefully designed PBL lesson would be able to improve students’
attitudes in problem-solving, critical thinking, research skills and effective
communication.
Sec 2 students carry out PBL on the chapter of Ecology. As part of the lesson
package, students go to Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve to learn more about
the ecosystem there. They have to come out with a model of a zoo to capture
all the learning points they have learnt in this chapter.

Apart from delivering content to students, we have
a strong emphasis on attitude over intellectual abilities. We value perseverance and quality effort more than just
achieving excellence, to nurture a positive learning attitude which
can be vastly applied to other subjects.
Secondary 1 will learn MIT App Inventor which is an intuitive, visual
coding environment that allows everyone to build fully functional
apps for smartphones and tablets. In the last term, we will be
organising a hackathon based on a set theme (e.g. Green living).
Students are tasked to discuss and brainstorm in groups to produce
the best mobile application. Every team will get a chance to present
their ideas in front of the class and judging panel. The judges will
determine the top 3 winning teams.

“

Sec 1 students carry out PBL on the chapter of Light, They have to come out
with an art installation on light.

I feel very happy about learning something new and our teacher
is also very fun. I can use the coding for my future need. I learned
how to make a few apps and coding has help me to improve my
thinking skill.

So please do come to MAI Open House to learn more about PBL and to see
our students’ model of the zoo and art installation on light.
Adeena Bte Zaidi
(Sec1 Ilmi)
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It was fun because I learned a new skill and also because the
software is easy to learn but you can still program apps that
are normally harder to program.

“

Ahmed Muhsen Bin
Eliase (Sec 1 Ilmi)
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sports cca @ MAI

“

netball msg ‘B’ & ‘c’ Div Champions
MAI offers netball as a CCA for
its female students. During the year,
the students participate in weekly
Wednesday training from 2.30pm to
5pm. A certified netball trainer, Miss
Nuraishah Binte Mohamad Rafae
coaches the students.

Being part of the Archery CCA has been a wonderful experience
for me. Although the training is tough and tiring, experiencing
it with seniors, teachers and coaches have made it an enjoyable
journey for me.
Archery has shown me that my hard work and dedication helps
to improve my technical skills, and this is a value that I try to
apply in my studies as well.
Khair Al-Amri (S1 Itqan)
Silver Medalist, Simply Archery First Timer Competition

“

NETBALL MSG ‘C’ DIVISION CHAMPIONS

MAI netball team participated in the
bi-annual Madrasah Sports Games
(MSG) 2019 and emerged champion
in the B & C Division Girls. For MSG
2017, MAI team won 1st runner-up in
the under 16 Girls.

I have always been interested in badminton since young, and
that’s why I joined the CCA in MAI. When I ﬁrst joined, I was
surprised to know that there is a lot more to badminton than just
playing on the court.
Besides the technical skills I’ve learnt to be a better player, it has
also taught me the importance of perseverance and consistency
in training - values that I apply in my studies to achieve excellence.
RAJA NUR SYAFIQAH (S4 Biruni)
Gold Medalist B Division Doubles

sports cca achievements 2018/2019

NETBALL MSG ‘B’ DIVISION CHAMPIONS

SOCCER msg ‘B’ & ‘c’ Div Champions
Soccer training at MAI is held every Thursday from 3.45pm to 5.45pm. Our students are coached by teacher Mr Azzar
Ruah. MAI soccer teams regularly participate in futsal matches, One of which is the Muhammadiyah Home Futsal
Tournament where they emerged Champion for Under 14 (2018).
For the bi-annual Madrasah Sports Games (MSG) 2019, MAI is the Champion for both Under 15 and 17 category.

SOCCER MSG ‘B’ & ‘C’ DIVISION CHAMPIONS
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IRLA PROJECT PEDULI: SCHOOL OF LIFE
International Rahmatan Lil-Alamin: Outbac Broga, Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia, 19th – 23rd Nov 2018

IRLA Project Peduli: School of Life was an overseas project
that was initiated out of a desire to be a blessing to humanity,
particularly to assist the refugee community living in Malaysia.

M

Partnering with Majulah Community, the programme was
youth-led throughout, with 30 Secondary three MAI students
involved deeply in both planning and execution.

AI Green Club was first formed 7 years ago, in 2011. Even though it is a relatively new club
compared to other CCAs, it has attracted the attention of many, mainly due to its achievements
throughout the years.

Project Peduli started on 19 November 2018 and ended on 23
November 2018.

Various events, activities and learning journeys were planned and conducted by the Club’s teachers
and members over the years, whereby increasingly more creative activities were explored in order to
raise the level of achievement obtained in the School Green Awards. MAI Green Club has consistently
received higher awards every year thanks to events like ‘Recycle with Rahmah’, and projects like Pop
Art using Recyclables.
Alhamdulillah, Recycle with Rahmah played a major role in MAI Green Club receiving the highest
award in 2018, namely, the Vanda Miss Joaquim award. This event has also allowed Green Club members to contribute in other ways, by raising funds for the school through their untiring effort in reaching out not just to fellow students, staff and parents, but to nearby residents around the school. The
combined electronic waste collected last year was also recognised as one of the highest collected by
schools, nationwide.
In November 2018, our Green Club was invited to participate in a programme called the Asean Student Science Project in Jakarta, Indonesia. Organised by the Al-Jannah Islamic, Nature and Science
School, our students gained a lot of experience there, sharing their Green Club initiatives with students from Indonesia and Thailand, and bringing back some inspirations which they then executed
here in MAI.
We hope that MAI Green Club will continue to strive forward and achieve greater heights with support
from the school, students, parents and everyone around us.
“The activities in Green Club teaches me the core values of Reuse, Reduce, Recycle. They enrich our
lives - educating us about the ultimate goal of taking care of the world (an amanah) as a Khalifah Fil
Ard. Slowly but surely, as a school, we will achieve a zero-waste environment.” - Nurul Ikhlas Idaman,
S3B

The next 2 days were filled with activities that
included an art therapy session and water bomb
challenge which the refugee children thoroughly
enjoyed.
The refugee children played games planned by the
MAI students to highlight the cultural exchanges
and inspire the children.

Throughout Day 1, upon reaching the campsite OUTBAC Broga,
the team focused on recceing the campsite and going through
a dry run for the key activities over the next 3 days and there
was a sense of excitement over what was to come.
Day 4 was an emotional
day as the MAI students
put up a certificate
presentation and farewell
activity for the children.

Our MAI students guided and went through
together with these refugee children in activities
like the Flying Fox which was a new experience for
most of them.
Day 3 ended with a BBQ cooked for the children by
our MAI students

“Being in Green Club has educated me on the importance of living a sustainable lifestyle and has
taught me how to live such a lifestyle. I have gained a lot of knowledge and awareness on environmental issues through discussions that we have in the CCA. It has given me the overall confidence and
knowledge to practice what I learnt into my daily life.” - Aqil Nazhan, S3B

Each
child
received
a personalised letter
from the MAI students,
and 80 bags containing
stationery and snacks
were also given out to
the children who participated in the camp as well as other
children from the School Of Life.
At night, upon returning to the campsite, an
appreciation
session from the team saw some of the participants deep in
thought and holding back emotion.
A post-project reflection from a MAI student participant later
illustrates what the visit meant for her:

“

“The condition of the school makes me realise that although it is not as modern nor as comfortable
as ours, they still have very big dreams for their future. I am inspired to help them in any way
possible, no matter how small, to achieve their dreams because I really feel that they deserve
better. I feel appreciative of the blessings of living in a safe country in the presence of family and
friends. The experience has made me much more empathetic towards others around me who
are less fortunate.”
Nadrah Binte Mohammad Fahmy (Secondary 4 Zahrawi 2019)
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Interview with Ustaz
Md Ishlahuddin Jumat

new faces in mai

Get to know more about the new staff at MAI!
Here we feature three of newest staﬀ - Mr Syamsul Eﬀendie, Mr Zainal Bin Haron and Mdm Suhaila Abdul Kadir

Our Junior Reporter Fatima Musharrat (FM) of Sec 1Q ﬁnds out more from MAI Alumni
Ustaz Md Ishlahuddin Jumat (UMIJ), who was a forum panellist at the Homecoming Iftar

After I graduated from Al-Arabiah, I continued my Pre-U
education at Madrasah Aljunied. Thereafter I pursued my
university education at Al Azhar University in Egypt where I
enrolled in the Faculty of Islamic Theology, with specialisation
in Hadith. Currently I am doing my Masters of Philosophy at
University Technology Malaysia.
Alhamdulillah, I see that MAI has made a lot of progress. I
really envy the infrastructure that you have. Back in those
days we only had classrooms and no science laboratory at
all! We had to go to Madrasah Aljunied to do our science
experiments. Furthermore, MAI students now enjoy the use of
a hall, masyaAllah! In the past we did not even have a hall. We
had to do our assembly in a small space in front of the school
building.

Ustaz Md Ishlahuddin Jumat

“

After many years of service at National Schools, I joined MAI as I strongly
believe it is a calling for me to serve in a madrasah.
I will enhance the school facilities and infrastructure in the new building
and source for the latest teaching and learning apparatus for the benefit
of MAI students and teachers.
I hope that with these improvements, MAI students can perform better if
not on par with national school students.

Mr Zainal Bin Haron
Operations Executive
Joined MAI in 9 May 2019

◀

I

graduated from MAI in 2002. I had the privilege of being
taught by these 2 teachers, Ustazah Zainab Habib and Cikgu
Kamalina. I believe they are still serving the school now.
There were also some other staff that I just met at the Iftar and
they were also teachers back then, like Miss Aisha Manaf.

But what I am mostly proud of is that MAI has produced many
excellent students who can contribute back to the community.
In 2020, MAI will move to a new building. I hope MAI will keep
on progressing and flourishing as one of the top schools, not
only among the madrasahs, but also in Singapore, insyaAllah!

new faces in mai

Get to know more about the new staff at MAI!
Here we feature three of newest staﬀ - Mr Syamsul Eﬀendie, Mr Zainal Bin Haron and Mdm Suhaila Abdul Kadir

“

Before this I was a self employed businessman. I conducted
an online business selling baby products.
I joined MAI on 18 June 2019 and I had the opportunity to
work in MAI for a short period of time (2 weeks). I thoroughly
enjoyed the experience & environment. I proceeded to apply
for an opening and had the opportunity to be a part of MAI
family.

“

I joined MAI as a Project & Programme Executive. My job scope
will be to assist MAI in fund raising, handle school events as well
as manage the branding and marketing of MAI.
I hope to bring a greater exposure of MAI to the community via
the different media platforms and showcase the good work of
MAI students and staff.

◀

Mdm Suhaila Abdul Kadir
Project & Programme Executive
Joined MAI in 1 July 2019

I hope to contribute to the well being of the school and ensure
a conducive environment for everyone both in the existing
and new building.
I am happy to be welcomed into MAI and enjoy being
surrounded with nice staff and students.

◀

MAI_Newsletter_2019_v5.indd 16-17

Mr Syamsul Effendie Mohamad
Operations Support Officer
Joined MAI on 18 June 2019
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MAI NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT TO FULFIL ITS MISSION
TO BE A FUTURE-READY MADRASAH.

HOW TO DONATE
DONATE DIRECTLY

1 Lorong 6 Toa Payoh
Singapore (319376)
Tel: 6744 4749

SEND A CHEQUE

‘Madrasah Al-Arabiah
Al-Islamiah’
(Write down your name and contact
number at the back of the cheque)

3
4

BANK TRANSFER
OCBC 591-10703-2001
(Email your name, address and contact
to admin@mai.sg for receipt)

DONATE ONLINE
http://mai.edu.sg/giving-to-mai

MADRASAH AL-ARABIAH AL-ISLAMIAH
1 Lorong 6 Toa Payoh Singapore 319376
Phone: 6744 4749
Fax: 6744 5057
Email: admin@mai.sg
WWW.MAI.EDU.SG
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